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Introduction 


The distinct styles of dressing and decorations which distinguishes one community from other also speak about 
the artisans behind the decorative clothes. Gujarat is known for the abundance of crafts and their craftsmen with 
the products of local ingenuity. 


Rann Utsav is observed in the month of December and January and many artisans participate in it which happens 
in the Kutch district of Gujarat. Crafts men from different parts exhibit their products during the Utsav. 


Place and People: 

Bhujodi is the major textile centre which is about 8 km from southeast of Bhuj, Gujarat. Bhuj is a walled city which 
is the headquarters of Kutch district. In Bhujodi village off-white and coloured yarns are spread by the groups of 
people on their streets adjacent to the veranda/courtyard where each group works to feed their loom for weav- 
ing. Each family in Bhujodi is having more than two loom either weaving for the local purpose or for commercial. 
In the morning itself the whole village is active in the making of Bhujodi products. 


People of Bhujodi are the Vankars or weavers, the Mughal migrants who had migrated from Rajasthan about 500 
years ago, to weave the woollen veil cloths and coarse woollen blanket for the Rabari community. There are about 
1200 people working in the production of the textile crafts. 


Threads are arranged to prepare the spindles. Artisan involved in dyeing process. 
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Traditionally weaved shawl. 


Multi color shawl weaved with geometrical patterns. 
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Bhujodi shawl weaved in woolen with mirror works. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Bhujodi weaving is traditional craft in Bhuj area. Different types of tools and raw materials are used. Finest 
threads are used for the weaving. Flying shuttle is used according to the designs to be weaved. Traditional four 
pedal loom is used for the weaving process. 

Tools and raw materials used in Bhujodi Weaving are: 

¢ Bamboo Sticks: To held the threads evenly during warping. 

¢ Warping Frame: Warping Frame is used to arrange the yarns evenly to the warp beam 

¢ Dyeing Vessel (Tub): This vessel is used to colour the yarns. 

¢ Wood Ash: Wood Ash is used to hold the two ends of the yarn firmly during piecing. 

¢ Winding (Charaka machine): Charaka Machine is used to wind the threads in hank form for warping purpose. 


* Wool, Cotton, Tassar Silk: These are types of materials used to make the Shawls, Stoles etc. 


* Colours (Dyes): Acid dyes are most preferred type of dyes for coloration of the yarns. 


Ash powder used in piecing/weaving process for 


Another type of charkha machine used for spinning 
better grip of threads. process. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.i in 


Design Resource 
Bhujodi Weaving - Bhuj Sait a 
Traditional Craft of Weaving a 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S., 
Shivangi Sharma and Shruti K. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/bhujodi-weav- 
ing-bhuj/tools-and-raw-materials 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Acid dyes are used to dye the threads. 
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Woolen threads tied and kept for dying process. 
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Roll of cotton thread. 
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Charkha used for spinning thread into spindles. 
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Making Process 


Woollen yarn was hand-spun by the people who provided this yarn to the vankars/ weavers to obtain the prod- 
ucts required by them earlier. Today mill spun yarn is used and it is very rare to see somebody engaged in the 
traditional method of spinning. 


For dyeing, the required yarn in hank form is tied with the poly pack at both ends and weighed, Colour along 
with acid is measured and heated to 65 - 750C and dyed till the solution turns colourless, so that the colour gets 
transferred on to the yarn, after this process yarns are spread. The above said process is repeated for two times 
for darker colours, it is then washed in water, dried in shade and in sunlight for fixing of the colours. There are 
two methods of warping used here with warping pegs or with warping frame. 


* warping pegs 
* warping Frame 


In warping pegs, the wooden pegs are fixed to ground near wall and continue to wall of required length usually 
done in the premises of the house or outside. Peg serves the purpose of maintaining the sequences and forma- 
tion of the lease with the help of warping stick of 2 to 3 ft. long to which at one end a hallow stick of 90 degree is 
attached as a guide to make the warp. 


In warping Frame the yarns are propped up against a wall to make the warp. If the material is cotton or wool, 
the warp is then placed in the starch solution and placed between two poles and the additional poles, which is 
then fixed to the ground so that the warp dries under tension. The strands of warp are even, starched with brush, 
dried and wound on to a beam. Looms mostly used are pit loom with large frame fixed to ground with a beat- 

er and lathe turned wooden cylinder. Shafts are attached to the wooden cylinder and adjusted to the required 
length with the help of cords on each side. The large frame that constitutes basic structure of the loom is a pit 
that accommodates the treadle, where the weaver sits on a narrow shallow depression in front of the loom plac- 
ing his legs within the pit. The weft patterns are inserted individually as the sheds are changed, these are loosely 
held in weft, engaging only a part of the warp and regardless of whether the extra weft pattern is done from 
end to end or localized. Motifs are woven without reference to a graph. The step of weaving in the motif is done 
based on the experience of the weaving gained over a period of time. 


Normally weft threads are inserted through fly shuttle technique; weft threads are inserted in a geometric form 
such as square, diamond and triangular shape where symmetry is required in special cases. The selection of warp 
ends according to the patterns required is done behind the shafts as part of preparing the loom for weaving. 
Weaver staggers the meeting point of the two wefts to create the kangri (temple), the elongated triangle made 
which is most commonly called, is developed by the understanding of the structural property of interlocking. 
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Artisan arranging the thread in the warp. 
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Threads are untangled to spin into spindles. Woolen threads are bundled and tied for dying process. 
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Woolen yarns are put in dying solution of light color. Dye solution for dark color is being prepared. 
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Mild acidic acid is added to the dye. 


The solution is added to the dying container. 
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The light dyed yarns are put in the container to dye The yarns stirred and boiled for 15 to 20 minutes. 
for darker shade. 
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Dyed woolen yarns. 
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The dyed yarns are spun to the wooden frame for The yarns are spun into spindles which are used for 
warping process. weaving. 
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Warped threads are attached to the weaving loom 
which is known as piecing process. 
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Artisans involved in weaving process. Four pedal looms is used for weaving process. 
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Products 


Bhujodi village walls are adorned with variety of shawls famed with mirror work of all hues, stoles, blankets, 
upholstery material and carpets mostly woven from sheep hair, merino wool, cashmilon etc. Sometimes shawls 
are embroidered with intricate designs and mirrors used as the geometric patterns. Today, stoles, carpets, mats, 
shawls are made for the winter, which has more demand in North Indian cities like Delhi, Chandigarh and Luc- 
know. For the summer, the weavers weave cotton wears/dresses. 
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Wall hanging weaved in woollen threads. Woolen shawl weaved with colourful borders. 
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The motifs are mainly of geometrical figures. 
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Video 


Bhujodi Weaving - Bhuj 
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Bhujodi Weaving - Ahmedabad 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
Shivangi Sharma and Shruti K. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


